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Abstract 

This study attempts to address the challenges of students in higher education in Qatar. The study draws on student 

perceptions, beliefs, outlook, and context; we approach the study through grounded means by posing leading 

interview questions with the aim of exploring and probing. The sample comprised 35 students who were 

interviewed through probing and questioning techniques. The questions led to converging responses, which were 

segregated into themes. A large majority of students felt advising was absent or mismanaged, while some also 

were of the view that schools did not prepare them to enjoy the benefits of extracurricular activities; many 

students further viewed English or the Foundation Program (preparatory year’s program) a barrier to their 

continuation in higher education. 
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